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growing uneasiness at Petersburg ; his suspicious solicitude
on behalf of the Poles caused even more, especially in view
of his marriage with the Austrian Archduchess Marie Louise
(i April 1810). But all these things were trifling compared
with the suffering and humiliation brought upon his vassals
and allies by the increasing stringency of the Continental
System. In the earlier stages of that system a considerable
number of licenses of exemption had been issued both by
England and France. These mitigated to some extent the
hardships which the system entailed; but as the struggle
became fiercer, even these exemptions ceased, and terrible
misery ensued. A severe commercial crisis occurred in
England in 1810-1811, but our sufferings were as nothing
compared with those of France and her dependencies.
Factories were brought to a standstill for lack of raw
material; the price of necessaries rose to famine standard ;
credit collapsed; merchants were ruined. One illustration
of the commercial dislocation must suffice. It is stated (by
Dr. Rose) that ' owing to the prohibition of all intercourse
with England two parcels of silk sent from Bergamo to
London were smuggled, one by way of Smyrna, the other
by way of Archangel, to their destination: the former took
one year, the latter two years, in the wanderings necessitated
by Napoleon's Decrees'. If such were the inconveniences
to which England was subjected, despite her complete
command of the sea, it is easy to imagine what sufferings
were endured by Frenchmen, Germans and Russians. The
time was fast approaching when they became intolerable.
And Napoleon knew it. 'I shall have war with Russia on
grounds which lie beyond human possibilities, because they
are rooted in the case itself.' These were Napoleon's own
words to the Austrian minister Metternich in the autumn of
1810. About the same time the Czar had refused, despite
the insistence of Napoleon, to confiscate, in Russian
harbours, neutral ships carrying colonial produce. From
that moment Napoleon bent all his energies to the isolation
of the Czar. Approaches were even made to England, only,
of course, to be indignantly refused. Abominably as Russia